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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 2297 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, LA, CB 

SUBJECT: PW' S - WALTER CRONKITE 

REF: STATE 056484 

1. EMBASSY FIRST LEARNED OF SUBSTANCE OF CRONKITE MARCH 26 LEAD 
STORY MORNING OF 27 MARCH. IN DISCUSSION LATER IN DAY WITH 
CRONKITE. EMBOFF INFORMED HIM THAT WE WERE DISTRESSED TO LEARN 
OF REPORT BECAUSE FIGURES MENTIONED WERE UNREALISTIC IN EVEN THE 
MOST HOPEFUL CONTEXT, AND THAT IT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY RAISE 
FALSE HOPES FOR NOK OF LAOS MIAS. 

2. UPON RECEIPT OF REFTEL EMBASSY PW OFFICER ASKED CRONKITE TO 
CALL ON HIM. IN ENSUING DISCUSSION WE INFORMED CRONKITE ON 
BACKGROUND BASIS OF US MISSION ACTIVITIES OVER THE YEARS IN 
ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP INFORMATION ON STATUS OF LAOS MIAS AND 
POSSIBLE NUMBER WHO MIGHT BE HELD CAPTIVE (#) 
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SOTH PHETRASY, HAD RECENTLY TOLD US THAT TO 

BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE LPF HELD NO PRISONERS OTHER THAN THOSE ON 
FEB. 1 LIST. 

3. CRONKITE WAS GENUINELY CONCERNED THAT HE MAY HAVE BEEN THE 
AGENT FOR CAUSING FURTHER ANXIETY TO NOK. HE INFORMED EMBOFF 
THAT ON BASIS OF OUR PREVIOUS CONVERSATION, HE DID " STEP BACK” A 
LITTLE IN A SPOT REPORT HE DID AT THE P. M.' S RESIDENCE YESTERDAY 
AFTERNOON, STATING IN VERY GENERAL TERMS THAT THERE IS NO REAL 
GAUGE FOR ESTIMATING THE NUMBER OF PWS BEING HELD IN LAOS, IF 
ANY. ON BASIS OF TODAY' S DISCUSSION HE WISHED TO ASSIST FURTHER 
IN PUTTING THE REPORTED ESTIMATES INTO PROPER PERSPECTIVE AND 
WILL DO SO IN TODAY' S SPOT REPORT. HE REQUESTED PERMISSION TO 
USE PORTION OF TODAY' S DEEP BACKGROUND DEALING WITH EMBASSY' S 
RECENT CONTACTS WITH SOTH PHETRASY, TO STATE THAT USG HAS BEEN 
IN TOUCH WITH LPF AND WHILE WE ARE STILL HOPEFUL, WE HAVE HAD NO 
ASSURANCES THAT PL MAY BE HOLDING ADDITIONAL PWS BUT THAT 
EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE IN ITS EFFORTS TO OBTAIN CLARIFICATION. 

4. WE ALSO DISCUSSED AS BACKGROUND THE PROVISIONS OF SECOND PARA 
OF ARTICLE 5 OF FEB. 21 AGREEMENT WHICH WILL SERVE AS A BASIS 

FOR CASUALTY RESOLUTION ACTIVITIES. WE TOLD HIM WE WERE HOPEFUL 
THAT MILITARY PROTOCOL CURRENTLY BEING NEGOTIATED WOULD PROVIDE 
A MEANINGFUL BASIS FOR DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE MIA ACCOUNTING 
PROGRAM, WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF INTENSE USG INTEREST. THROUGH 
HIS CHAIRMANSHIP OF INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEES TO FREE JOURNALISTS 
HELD IN SEA CRONKITE IS QUITE KNOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING MISSION 
OF JCRC AND ITS PLANNED ACTIVITIES. WE ARE REPORTING SEPARATELY 
DISCUSSION WITH CRONKITE CONCERNING ZALIN GRANT’ S ACTIVITIES IN 
SAIGON AND INFORMATION HE HAS DEVELOPED DURING HIS CURRENT VISIT 
TO INDOCHINA. 

GODLEY 

NOTEBYOC/T: VIENTIANE 2297. (#) OMISSION IN PARA 2, LINE 5. 
CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 
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